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ONE SOLDIER WILL BEAR THE HOPES OF AN EMPIRE. The Kettral were 

the glory and despair of the Annurian Empire – elite soldiers who rode war 

hawks into battle. Now the Kettral’s numbers have dwindled and the great 

empire is dying. Its grip is further weakened by the failure of the kenta 

gates, which granted instantaneous access to its vast lands. 

 

To restore the Kettral, one of its soldiers is given a mission. Gwenna Sharpe 

must voyage beyond the edge of the known world, to the mythical nesting 

grounds of the giant war hawks. The journey will take her through a land 

that warps and poisons all living things. Yet if she succeeds, she could 

return a champion, rebuild the Kettral to their former numbers – and help 

save the empire. The gates are also essential to the empire’s survival, and a 

monk turned con-artist may hold the key to unlocking them. 

 

What they discover will change them and the Annurian Empire forever – if 

they survive. For deep within the southern reaches of the land, a malevolent 

force is stirring . . . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE EMPIRE’S RUIN 
(Ashes of the Unhewn Throne, Book 1) 

By BRIAN STAVELEY, DAVID GEMMELL AWARD-WINNER 

THE FIRST IN A NEW EPIC FANTASY TRILOGY PERFECT FOR FANS OF  

GEORGE R.R. MARTIN, JOE ABERCROMBIE AND JOHN GWYNNE 

  

 

 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: After teaching literature, philosophy, history, and religion for more than a decade, Brian 

began writing epic fantasy. He is the author of the Chronicles of the Unhewn Throne series, which is set in the 

same world as Ashes of the Unhewn Throne. Brian lives on a steep dirt road in the mountains of southern 

Vermont, where he divides his time between fathering, writing, husbanding, splitting wood, skiing, and 

adventuring, not necessarily in that order. Brian can be found on Twitter at @brianstaveley. 

'Epic in every sense of the word' - Nicholas Eames 

'Brilliant' - V. E. Schwab on Skullsworn 

'Will keep you turning pages late at night' - Pierce Brown on The Emperor's Blades 
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