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Fans of Blake Crouch and Jeff Vandermeer will love this highly ambitious and immersive novel 

that touches upon physics, technology's place in our life, existentialism, music and more—all 

while collapsing the boundaries between reality, myth, and conspiracy. 

James Kennedy has a degree in physics and philosophy and worked as a computer 

programmer, subjects he continues to explore in his writing. He is also the founder of the 90-

Second Newbery Film Festival, an annual video contest in which kid filmmakers create short 

movies, with yearly screenings in New York, Chicago, San Francisco, and 10+ other cities. He lives 

with his wife and two daughters in Chicago. Dare to Know is available for excerpt, feature, or 

review. The author is also available for media. Follow him on socials @iamjameskennedy. 

Dark Matter meets Annihilation in this mind-bending and 

emotional speculative thriller set in a world where the exact 

moment of your death can be predicted - for a price.  

 

Our narrator is the most talented salesman and death predictor 

at the prestigious company Dare to Know. Though he’s 

mastered the art of death, the rest of his life is a failure, driving 

him to violate the cardinal rule of his business—forecasting his 

own death. The problem: apparently, he died 23 minutes ago.  

The only person who can confirm its accuracy is Julia, the 

woman he loved and lost during his rise up the ranks of Dare to 

Know. As he travels across the country to see her, he’s forced to 

confront his past, the choices he's made, and the terrifying truth 

about the company he works for.  

 

 

 

 

What if the exact moment of your death could be predicted? 

DARE TO KNOW 
James Kennedy, 14 September, £9.99 PB 

 

"A razor-smart sci-fi corporate noir nightmare. . . A heart-breaking, time-bending, galactic 

mindbender delivered in the mordantly funny clip of a doomed antihero." 

—Daniel Kraus, co-author of The Shape of Water, The Living Dead 
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More praise for Dare to Know 

 

 
A Publishers Lunch's upcoming Buzz Books Great Reads for Fall 2021 

 

“Readers with a taste for the synchronicity of the cosmic  

with the commonplace are sure to be entertained.” 

—Publishers Weekly 

 

"It's been a long, long time since something has messed with my head so beautifully. 

The insane, surreal chaos of this book is elegant. Plotted and crafted so carefully that it 

all comes together with, well, a sense of occasion." 

—Silvie Weissman, Content Book Store 

 

"James Kennedy bent my brain into odd shapes with his stellar novel... 

I couldn’t put this book down.”  

—Jason Kennedy, Boswell Book Company 

 

" As you read along, your sense of reality will melt away too.  

I dare you to read, Dare to Know." 

—Bob Lingle, Off the Beaten Path Bookstore 

 

"This book is really wild... It starts out more straightforward,  

but starts to get weird really fast. Very metaphysical and brain-bending." 

—Carolyn Dubiel, Twinsburg Public Library 
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